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The iRecords the Quai Casas to hang Fel of 
Seafield TS | Chancellor of this Kingdom, or 4 oor 


ing Her 4% „ hn h. 


At Edinburgh, roth, Day of Merch, 1703 Sel 3 
; HE. General Aſſembly of the Miniſters 
and Ruling: Elders: of this National 
— Church, being Conveened and Conſti- 
d tute, there was produced to them by 
James Earl of Segfie/d Lord High Chan- 
cellor of this Kingdom, Her Majeſties 
AY Commiſſion under the Great and Privy 
* FScals thereof; Making and Conſtituting 
hin Her Majeſties es High Commiſſioner -- and Repreſen- 
tative in this National Aſſembly, which Commiſſion _ 
publickly/Read with all due Honour and Reſpect; The 
General Aſſembly appointed the ſame to be Recorded 7 
thair Regiſters, Ad: Hume, Rei lin. The, Taapr 
whereof follows. * unn | 0 
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ANNA ay, 


4 Sg ; The ACTS of the | 
« A NNA, Dei Gritia, Mag Brin Francie & Hi. 


1E 

n ech 

n ee Conins de 
Cancellarii dicti antiqui Regni 


ntio- 
nſtituiſſe 8. ordjnaſle, 


amys, Loden ius & 
mitem de eld Su- 


General Aſſembly, 1903. ; 5 
«de St. mers quinto die Menſis Februarii, Anno Domini. 


« Milleſimo W Tertio, & Anno Rags noſtri 
primo. 


Per Sgnataram Manu 8. D. N. Rue ** fp. | 


_— Locus 
( Magni { ( Secreti . 
1 Sigilli Sigilli 
Appen \ by Appenſi \ 
\ 


In Oe 


Writen to the Great Seal and. Sealed at Edinbu 1 the ninth 
Regiſtrat the ninth day of day of March One Thouſand 
March 1703. Charles. ſeven Hundred and Three 
Kerr. | Tears, by ſpecial Order till 

the Seal newed. Ales; 

Subd th the Privy Seal as *. Ogilvie. | 
Edinburgh, the ninth day . 
of March 1703. Pat. Scott. 
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Her Majeſties Gracious Letter 
TO THE | 
| GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


bs Eadem Sehe 8 


| es Majeſties High Commiſſioner eſented Her Ma: 
& Felhes moſt Gracious. Letter, di to this General 

embly, which was publick! Read, with all due Honour 

15 7 , and is appointed to be Recorded in the Regi- 
s Aﬀembly . 'Fhe n whereof * 


9 00 
* p * 
K 
RB ; T 2 Þ 
0 w : F * 
* > » * " . 


. 
bak BR 
y had - 


6 . ' The' ACTS of the 


TY Everend and Well Beloved, We greet you Well, The 
R time appointed by our Proclamation, dated the fifth 
Day of February 1703, for the fitting of the General Aſſem. 
bly, now approaching, We have made choice of our Right 
Truſty and Right well Beloved Couſin and Councellour, 
James Earl of Seafield Our High Chancellor, to be Our Com. 
miſſioner to this Aſſembly, of whoſe Fi ity, Sufficiency 
and Zeal for our Service, We have had good Experience on 
ſeveral Occaſions; And eſpecially he anos been very Ac. 
ceptable to a former Aſſembly. We earneſtly recommend 
to you to be n of what may Advance tbe 
the Intereſt of the Reformed Proteftant Religion, and for 
ſuppreſſing the growth of Popery. We renew the Aſſy. 
rance given by us for protection of the Presbyterian Goverg. 
ment, as that which we find acceptable to the Inclinations 
of Our People, and Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the King. 
dom: We are confident that you will AQ in this Aſſem. 
bly fo, as We ſhall have new Reaſons to be Satisfied with 
you and your Conduct; and that you will carry ſo with 
others of the Reformed Proteſtant Religion, albeit differing 
from you in Forms of Church Policy, that by your Meck 


0 * 


neſs and Charity, they may be the more inclined. to live 0 
Peaceably and Dutifully under us, and in Brotherly Love y 
and Reſpect towards you, and the Eftabliſhed Church, n 
wherein if they fail, we ſhall recommend to Our Privy fi 
Council to proceed diligently in Cenfure againſt ſuch De. d 
linquents, but we hope better things of them. We he. | A 
ways recommend co you the placeing of well qualifed 1 
Miniſters amongſt the Remoter Highlanders and Iſlanders, b 
. We looking upon that as the greateſt and beſt mean of B 
\ Rooting out the Popiſh Errours, Immoralities and Propha- M 
nity, and withal we. ſhall give Directions to our Privy th 
Council, for the exact Application of our Royal Authority, 
and Laws to theſe good Ends; And ſo We bid you heartily T 
FRI” Start veg 5 7 | of 
j a _ 75 4 17 | th: 
Gives at Our Court at St. James's the Fifth Day of Febru- ter 
dry, 4d of Onr Reign the Firſt Tear 170; . He 
Wonne Lich f (2914 1 ($7708 A104 EF? Ter 
ZB Er Majeſtie's Command Ge 
: | Aale Direet, ns vi % nin ©4509 N the 
Tothe Reverend and well Beloved, The © 12 ſtie 
Moderater, Miniſters, and Elders 
of rhe General Aſſembly of ʒ e. Hi 
Church of Scotland. - | 
. II. Th 
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General Aſſembly, 1703. . 
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ö The General Aſſembly's Anſwer 
e 16 Pr i ms 

The Queens Gracious Letter 


Elinbargh, 13 March 1703. Ante Merid.. Sefl. 4. 
May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty 


N King WILLIAM, of ever Bleſſed and Glorious 
1 Memory, by whom, and under whofe happy Go- 
yernment, through the favour of God, we enjoyed many ſig- 


A the Afflicting Death of our late Soveraign - 


dal Bleffings never to be forgot; "Your Majefties happy 


ſucceeding in the Throne of this Your Ancient King- 
dom, was a moſt comfortable Releif; And ſince Your 
Acceſſion to, the Crown of Your Royal Anceftors, 
The Miniſters of this National Church, have conſtantly 
both in their publick and private Addreſſes to God, heartily 
Bleſſed and Praiſed His Holy Name, for ſetting over us Your 
Majeſty, a Proteſtant Queen, to be a Nurſing Mother to 
this Church. hs 1 e 
And We do offer to Your Majeſty our humble and hearty 
Thanks, for allowing to us the Countenance and Protection 
of Your Royal Authority, in this National Aſſembly; And 
that Your Majeſty hath been pleaſed in Your Gracious Let- 
ter to us, (which was received and Read with all Duty 
Honour and ReſpeR) to refreſh and encourage us, by 
renewed Aſſurances: of Your Protection of the Presbyterian 
Government of this Church, ſo happily eſtabliſhed, as agree · 
able tothe Word of God, which we are perſwaded will en- 
dear you more and more to the hearts of the generality of 
them, who fear God, and are truly faithful to Your Maje- 
es Intereft, and Government in this Land. | 8 
Your Majeſties entruſting the Earl of Sefield, The Lord 


High Chancellor of this Your Ancient Kingdom, to be 


B 2 Jour 


have with 


— 


Your Majeſties Commiſſioner, to repreſent Your Royal per. 


ſon in this Aſſembly, is very acceptable to us, he — ofap- 
proven Ability, Fidelity and Loyalty; And of whoſe 
. neſs this Church hath had good Experience. _ 


kind. 


We Bleſs GOD, who puts it in Vour Royal Heart, and 
Bleſs Youin the Name of the LORD, That You Recom- 
mend to us, that wich is ſo much our Duty, to be follici- 


'rouſly careful of what may advance the Intereſt of the Re. 
formed Proteſtant Religion; and for ſuppreſſing of the 
| goun of Popery, and the placeing of well qualified Mini. 


ers amongſt the Remoter Highlanders and Iſlande 
which, Your Majeſty is pleaſed to ſay on good Grounds, 


That You look upon as the greateſt and beſt mean of rooting 


out the Popiſh Errors, Immoralities and Prophanity ; We 
ſhall endeavour to apply our ſelves to theſe things as our great 
Work: And do humbly ſupplicat Your Majeſty according 


to Your Gracious Promiſe, that it may be recommended to 


Your Majeſties Privy Council, and all Inferior Magiſtrates, 


that Your good Laws may be exactly applyed for theſe good 


Ends, and vigorouſly Executed, eſpecially againſt Po. 


0 pery and Immorality., 


Your Majefty alſo is pleaſed to Recommend to us, to be 

Meckneſs and Charity toward theſe of the Re. 
formed Religion, albeit differing from us in forms of Church. 
policy, We own Meekneſs and Charity to be the Duty of 
all, eſpecially of Paſtors and Officꝶ bearers in the Church of 
Chriſt, and ſhall through Grace follow after theſe things, 


as we have hithertodone. But we wiſh that all the di 


rences were meerly about Church Policy (tho even for this 
we be ſorry) And that᷑ there were no difference about our 
Confeſſion of Faith towards God, and our Duty towards 


Your Majeſty. _ 


We are encouraged by the Law ofthe Land, And dore- | 
| Iy on Your Majeſties Gracious Promiſes, That all Practices 


and Endeavours, which tend tothe ſubverſion, or prejudice 


of the Eſtabliſht Government of the Church, ſhall be diſ- 


couraged and reſtrained; and it ſhall be our endeavour, by 


the Grace of God, ſo to Act in this Aſſembly, That we may 
approve our Selves to God, and to Your Majeſty, and to give 
ſuch new proofs of out Duty and Loyalty, that Your Maje- 


ſty may never have Cauſe to Repent, of Your Royal favour 
ſhewed to this Church. : : 


\ That GOD may long preſerve Your Sacred perſon, di- 


rect and proſper Your Councils, make You a Bleſſing to Your 


© ownPeople, anda Defence to all the Reformed Churches, 
That, while War contigueth,God may BlefsYour r 


.-> 


— 
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| 3 9 
theſe of Your Allies, both by Sea and Land with Succeſs, 


that in due time You may be a Bleſſed Mean, to Reſtore the 
Peace of Europe: And that Religion and Righteouſneſs 


may Flouriſh in Your Days, Is and ſhall be the Prayer 


of a : | \ . 
8 Iich it pleaſe Your M. je iy, | 41 


Tour Mijeſtie's mo#t Faithful, moſt: + + 


Obedient and mot le Subjecbs, 


The Miniſters and Elders, met in this 
National-Aſſembly of the Charch of 
Scotland. J LEA 


Shand in Dar Preſence, is Dr. 
Name, and at Our Appointment, By | 
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| Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Elders, for planting 
Vacant Kjrks in the North, the Highlands and I. 
lands, and other Afﬀairs Remitted to them. . 


At Edinburgh, the Eighteenth Day of March, One 
Thouſand ſeven Hundred and three Tears. 


©.» Ante merid. Seſl. 7. 


Ti General Aſſembly conſideriog, That there are yet 


1 ſome Vacant Churches on the North ſide of T, and 
inthe Highlands; As likeways ſeveral core Affairs which 


this Aſſembly cannot overtake, Do therefore find it needſul, 


that there be a Commiſſion granted to ſome Miniſters an 
Elders for. planting theſe Vacant Churches, and doing what 
ſhall be referred to them, concerning the Highlands and I. 
lands, and other matters, And for that end do hereby No- 
minate, Commiſſionate and Appoint Maſters Thomas Thom- 


ſon at Old- machir, Hugh Anderſon at Cromarty, William 
Rr 


A 
/ 


0 1 


* 


Patrict Cuming | | 
Mathew, Reid at Northberwick,. Robert Horſeburgh at Pre- 
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there, George Meldrum there, David Milliamſan at Weg. 


Kirk, Joh» Hardie at Gordon, M illiam Caldermacd at Litger. 


wood, (Gabriel Semple at Jedburgh, Tihamas Sheilds at San- 
quhar, Thomas Werner at Ballmaclellan, Patrich Simſon at 


Renfrew, Duncan Campbel at Roſeneth, Robert Rule at 
Stirline, Robert Eliot at Kinglaſſie, Edward Jamieſon at Mo. 
nymail, John Anderſon Principal of the Leonardine Colledge 


ol St. Andrews, William Mitchel at Dundee, Thomas Kin. 
neir at Echt, James Rubertſun at Glenmnick, James Osburn 


Profeſſor of Divinity at Aberdeen, Thomas Blackwel Mini. 
ſter there, William Leſly at Kemney, William Mair at Oyn, 
David Anderſon at Foveran, Andrew Gathrie at Peterhead, 
James Broms at Aberdour, William John#ton at Auchterleſs, 
Hugh Innes at Mortleigh, Charies Primroſe at Belly, Johy 
Gilchriſt at Keith, Alexander Ring at Elgin, James Thomſon 
there, Alexander Forbes at Dyck, Robert Baillie at Inverneſs, 
William Stewart at Kiltearn, George Gordon at Roſemarkney, 
Walter Denoon at Golſpie, William Innes at Thurſo in Caith- 
nels, Alexander Grant in South-ronaldſhay in Orkney, Tho. 
mas Baikie at Kirkwall there, George Duncan at Wales in 
Zetland, Archbald Riddel at Edinburgh, Thomas Wilkie in 
Cannongate, David Blair at Edinburgh, John Mencrief 


there, George Berclay at Uphall, Thomas Millar at Kirkliſton, 


n Kjnarrd at Faſt-Calder, Robert Livingſton ar Biggar, 
hn Buchanan at Covingtoun, James Thomſon at Peebles, 
Archbald Torrie at Newlands,. William Trail at Borthwick, 
at Ormeſtoun, David Walker at Temple, 


ſtonpans, George Turnbul at Tynin ghame, Andrew Brown at 
Spott, Abbas Borthwick at Greenlaw, James Rumſey at 
Eyemouth, Joh» Dyſart at Coldinghame, James Douglaſs at 
Stow, Robert Wilſon at Melroſe, h Craig at Galla ſheilds, 
Alexander Colden at Oxnam, James Borland at Bedrule, Jobs 


Simſon at Marbotle, William Veteh at Drumfrees, James 


Guthrie at Irongray, Job» Somervail at Carlaverock, George 
Maulliken at Moffat, William Steil at Lochmaben, John Dun- 
lop at Mouſwal,; James Elder at Keir, John Lawrie at Wau- 


| cho „ Robert Darline at Ewes, Andrew; Cameron at Kirkcud- 
— 


„Alexander Telfer at Rerick, William Boyd at Dalty, 
Thomas Campbel at Monygal, Thomas Caſtllaw at Leſwell, 
Robert Rowan at Perinynghame, Thomas Kennedy at Ballentrac, 

ohn Lawris at Auchinleck, Audrey Rodger at Galſton 
ary Osburn at Torbolton, John Hunter at Air, John Gli 
gem at Kilbirny, John Ring at Darly, Thomas Clark at Ar- 
droſſen, Robert Wylie at Hamilton, Robert Mair at Kilbryde, 
Thomas; Linning at I eſmahago, John Mac lar an at - 
James Brown at Glaſgow, David Brown there, James Cl 
there, John Stirline Principal of the Colledge of Glaſgow, 


-* Andrew 


% 
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General Aſſembly 1703. 1t 
Andiew Turner at Erskine, James Brisbane at Kilmalcolm, 
David Fleckfield at Balfrone, Robert Wallace at Badernock, 
Daniel MaclaurenatKilfinnan, Daniel Mackay at Inverary, James 
* Boes at Campbeleton, Neil Macviccar at Fort · William, Daniel 
: Maccaullay at Killmuir, Samuel Nairnat Errol, John Tallidelphat 
. Dumbtitaine, Tomas Black at Perth, John Colquhouneat Drone, 
Alexander Glaſs at Kinclevan, George Frier at Lethendy, William 
„ Spence at Foſſoway, John Drummond at Creiff, Hugh Mhite at 
7 Lerbert, Alexander Hamilton at Airth, Alexander Douglas at 
. Logie, Ihomas Buchanan at Tulliallan, John Anderſon Junior at 
, St. Andrews, William Hardy there, Robert Clelland at Kilren- 
: ny, James Hadow Profeſſor of Divinity in Ste Andrews, 
g William Dic at Cowpar, James Pitcairn at Ketle, Thomas 
; Huh burton at Cires, James Grierſon at Weems, Joſeph Drew 
; at Maikinſh, John Shaw at Leſly, Hugh Kemp at Dumferm- 
\ line, Andrew Thomſon at Orwal, Samuel Johnſton at Dundee, 
, iliam Miller at Meegle, James Ramſay' at Bendochie, 
. George Weems at Ferne, James Robertſon at Menmuire, 
. Francts Melval at Arbuthnot, John Thomſon at Marykirk, 
1 and John Ferguſon at Aberbrothwick, Miniſters; James 
1 Earl of Seafield Lord High Chancellour of Scotland, Jahn 
f Earl of Tullibardine Lord Privy Seal, George Earl of 
1 Melvil, John. Earl of Therglen, Patrick Earl of March» 
A mont, John Earl of Hyndfoord, Charles Lord Yeſter, James 
£ Lad Carmichael, David Lord Boyle Theſaurer De- 
6 pute, Milliam Lord Forbes, William Lord Roſs, Robert 
1 Lord Burleigh, Joby Lord Bielhaven, Sir Hugh) Dal. | | 
„ ple of North Ber wick Lord Preſident of the Seſſion, 1 
t dir James Stewart of Goodtrees Her Majeſties Advocat, Sir | 
t Colm Campbell of Aberuchill, Sir ſohn Hamilton of Halcraig, 
t dir Davia Home of Croſsrig, Sir William Anſtrut her of that 
s, Ilk, Four of the Senators of the Colledge of Juſtice, Mr. 
, John Campbell Brother to the Duke of Argyle, Mr. Francis 
7 Montgomery of Giffan, Lieutenent Collonel John Erskine 
'e Governour of Dumbritaine Caſtle, Adam Coctburn of Ormi- 
* ſton, Ladovict Grant Elder of that Ilk, William Baillie of La- 
- 
d- 


mington, Sir Job» Flame of Blackader, Sir John Pringle of 
Stitchell, Sir John. Swinton. of that Il, Sir Walter Riddel of 
A that II, Archibald Dowgls/s of Cavers Sheriff of Teviotdale, 
l, George Baillie of Jerviswood, James Pringle of Buckholm, 
7, 1 Kytpatrick Younger of Cloſeburn, Sir Charles : 
0 Hy of Park, Sir James Agnew of Lochnaw Sheriff of Gal- 
. loway, Sir William Cuning hame of Cuninghamehead, Sir 
fs James Campbell of Auchinbreck, James Campbell Younger of 
e, Ardkinleſſe, John Alexander of Blackhouſe, William Muire 
5 of Glanderſton, Sir William Baird of Newbeith, Sir John 
7 Clerk of Pennycook, Sir Robert Stewart of Allanbank, Alex- 
„ Ver Duff of Bracco, James Brodie of that Ilk, Hugh Roſs 
y | of 


em | C 2 


19 I ACTS: iff the 
- of Kilravock, Duncan Forbes of Coloden, Sir Thomas Burnet 


tained in, and conform to the Inſtructions given tothemby 
this General Aſſembly. And Finally, With power to the 
* Mid Commiſſion to advert unto the Intereſt of the Church 


aſtain any prejudice, Which belongs to them to prevent, as 


any other matters. can wat are herein committed to them; 
Declaring alſo, That in, and ſor all their Actings they ſhall 


this Commiſſion ſhall continue until the next Meeting 
of the General Aſſembly. .. 
9 120 n 4 5 52 4: CONES 39 IG 
a Pl J * br.) 
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of Leyes, Sir Alexander Ogilvy. of Forglen, Sir William 
Dunbar of Hemprigs, Sir William: Craigie of Gairſay, 
Lieutenent Collonel John Erstine Governour of the Caſtle 
of Stirling, Adam Drummond of Meggins, Jobs Vaney of 
that IIk, Arthur Forbes of Eight, David Roſs of Balnagowen 
Manno of Fowlis, Hag h Cunning hame preſent Lord 
Provoſt of Edinburgh, Sir Robert Cheiſly, Sir Patrick John. 
#on late Lord Provoſts there, John Scrimzzour of Kit ktoun, 
late Provoſt of Dundee, John Allardes late Provoſt of Aber. 
deen, Walter Stewart of Pardivan, Hugh Montgomery of Buſ- 
bie Provoſt of Glaſgow, Robert Inglis Gold-ſmith late Dea. 
con Conveener of Edinburgh, and William Living ſton pre. 
ſent Deacon Conveener there, Ruling Elders, to be Com. 
miſHoners of this General Aſſembly, to the effect before; and 
aftermentioned : With full Power to the ſaids perſons, or 
their Quorum, which is hereby declared to be any Twenty 
one of the ſaids Commiſſioners, whereof Fourteen avi. 
ways to be Miniſters; To Meet and Conveen within the 
Aſſembly Houſe at; Edinburgh, the firſt Day after the Diſſo- 
lution of this Aſſembly, at Ten Hours in the Forenoon; 
And aſterwards to meet the firſt Medneſdayes of June, Septem- 
ber, December and March, and oftner when and where they 
ſhall think need ful and convenient; With power to the ſaid 
Commiſſion to chuſe their own Moderator. And ficklike, 
the General, Aſſembly fully Impowers and Authoriſes their 
ſaid Commiſſioners,” or their Quorum, to cognoſce, and 
finally determine, as they ſhall ſee. cauſe, in every Affair re- 
ferred, or ta be referred to them, and to doevery thing con- 


on every occaſion, and that the Church do not ſuffer or ſu- 


they will be An{werable to the next General Aſſembly; And 
they are hereby ſttict ly prohibite and Diſcharged, to meddle in 


be countable to, and Cenſurable by the next enſueing Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of this Church. And Laſtly, Declares that 


1 
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V. 
luſtructions, by the G e Aſſembly, to their C ommilſion, 
Eadem Seffione. 


Hat this Commiſſion as oft as they ſhall ſee cauſe; 
apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for their 
countenancing of, and concurring with the judicatories of 
the Church, in what the Law allowes; and for putting in 
Execution the Laws againſt Popery and Profanneſs, and ſeeks 
ing redreſs of Grievances, particularly the contempt of the 
Cenſures of rhe Church inflicted upon Scandalous Perſons, 
and for 1 Vacant Congregations, and regulating the 
Poor by providing Maintainance, and Labour for them, and 
to meet when the Parliament fits. © 2 

2. That when any of the Miniſters, who ſerved under 
the late Pre/acy, whoſe Lives and Doctrines may render 
them Uſeful to this Church, do apply for Reception into 
a ſhare of the Government of the Church; The General 
Aſſembly do Impower and Recommend to their Commiſ- 
ſion to receive them, 2 to the 13th. parag. of the 
16: Ai of the General Aſſembly Anno 1697: And that 
the ſaid Commiſſion be careful, to get due a from 
the Presbytries where the ſaid Perſon Applying does, or did 
Officiat, and for the time Reſides. —_— 

3. That this Commiſſion, in diſpoſing of Her Majeſties Gift 
tothis Church, do particularly take care, that the Encou- 
ragement, granted by the General Aſſembly Anno 1699 to 
Probationers, who are to go North to Preach, be rendered 
Effectual; And that they cauſe defray the extraordinary Char- 
aw Expences that ſeveral Miniſters of the North have 

n at, in carrying on the planting of Churches, and other 
publick Affairs of the Church there. 

4. The ſaid Commiſſion is to cognoſce, and finally De- 
termine, in all References already made, or to be made to 
them by this Aſſembly, and References and Ap ls for 
Tranſporting Miniſters to the North, and the Highlands and 
Ifands, which ſhall be brought before them, according to 

the Overtures made thereanent Anno 1699, and that Tran. 
portations to any Paroch in theſe places, whether privi- 
ledged by former Acts of Aſſemblies or not, be carried on, 
and that in the moſt expedite way. 3 | 

5- This Commiſſion is alſo to correſpond with the State, 
anent Fats and Thankſgivings, as occaſion requires, and to 
ſpeciti the cauſes thereof. i 
: Ee + 6. This 


The ACTS of the © 

6. This Commiſſion is to give Advice and Aſiſtance, tg 
any Synod or Presbytry in difficult caſes, as they ſhall be ap- 
plyed unto by them for that effect; As alſo this Commiſſion 
151mpowered to proceed. according to the F Act of the 
General Aſſembly 1700, made in favours of tlie Presbytriez 

of Cathneſs, Orkney and Zytland. 
d, to enquire how J. 


This Commiſſion is 1 
#iſters Tranſportea, or to be Tranſported by the General af, 
ſembly, or their Commiſſions, have Obeyed, or Hall Obey; 
And in caſe of Diſobediente, That they ſuſpend tlie Diſohe. 
dient Perſons for three Months, and in caſe they do not 
Obey after theſe three Months are elapſed, That then they 
be ſimpliciter Depoled. 
© 8: This Commiſſion is to give all due Encouragement 

and Aſſiſtance, to any Propoſals, may be made to them, anent 
endeavours for Reformation of Manners, and for the effectual 
curbing of Profanity. i 
9. That the ſaid Commiſſion ſhall ſee to the effectuating 
| Whatever ſhall be by this Aſſembly committed to them, con. 
cerning the Highlands and Iſſands, and Vacant Churches in 
thee North, for Erecting Schools, and what elſe may tend to 
the Encouragement of Religion, and Advanceing ofRefor. 
mation in theſe places. | 


"> 


Ry i 
A, anent the better Attendance of Members of the Commiſion. 
NT Eadem Seſſione. 


He General Aſſembly conſidering, that the Affair re 

J qferred by them to their Commiſſion, are of great 
moment, and importance to the Church; Do therefor re- 
quire and ordain the Members thereof, to give all due At 

tendance thereon, as they will be anſwerable; And do here 

by us 85 the ſeveral Presbytries, to ſend up ſuch of their 
Number as are Members thereof, to each quarterly meet. 

ing of the ſame: And do ordain the Clerks of the Commit 

fon, to Record Lifts of the Abſents, from each quarterly 
meeting, and from the meetings in time of Parliament 
(without a reaſonable excuſe) or who ſhall go away there. 


1 » 


their Names tothe reſpective Synods, who are impartial 


—_— + 323 


from, without leave firſt obtained, and ſend an Extract of 
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to enquire, into the reaſons of their abſence, and to cenſure 


them, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, and make report thereof, to 


the next General Aſſembly. And to this effect, that the 

Clerks of the Commiſſion, do lay before that Aſſembly the 

Liſts of theſe Abſents; And the General Aſſembly recom- 

mends it to Presby tries, to ſupply the Charges of the Mi- 
niſters, who. are Members of this Commiſſion, during 

their Attendance thereon. © ; * N 


—— 


- WK 220 
Aprobation of the Aitings and Proceedings, of the Commiſſſou 
of the General Aſſembly Anno 1701. AL 
Marth 19. 1703. poſt merid. Seff. 8, 


* 


T He Viſitors of the Commiſfion-Book made Report, 
that they had Reviſed the Records of the Commil- 
ſon of the Aﬀembly Anno 1701, wherein they found, 
That the Commiſſion had been at great carts Diligence, 
in the many and weighry Affairs Referred to them, and 


give in their Obferves upon the faid Book; And the Mode 
ror having been a Member of that Commiſſion, removed! 
from the Chair, and Mr. Alexander Heaftie at rhe defire of 
the Aſſembly did Moderat pro tempore, Then the General 
Aſſembly took under confiderarion the proceedings of the 
ſaid Commiſſion, contained in their Book, ſubſcribed; by 
Mr. Thomas Wilkie Moderator, and Nicol Spence Sub-clerk, 
and having heard the Vifitors Remarks thereon, togerher 
with the Moderator of that Commiſſion, and Members 
thereof, their Anfwers thereto, Ir was put to the Vote, 
Approve the Proceedings of the ſaid Commiſſion, or not, 
and it carried in the Affirmative; Therefore the General 
Allembly did, and hereby do, Approve of the Actings 
and proceedings of the {aid Commiſſion, of the' General 
Aſſembly anno 1701, and appoints their Clerk to Arteſt the 
lame, at the end of the Regiſter of the ſaid Commiſſion. 


VIII. Ad- 


16 The ACTS of the 


VIIL 


Addreſs of the General A ſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland, to the Queen, 


| Edinburgh 22 March 1703, Ante meridiem Sefl. 9. 
by. May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, | 


HE entire confidence, we repoſe in Your Majeſties 
1 ſtedfaſt Zeal, for the true Proteſtant Religion, and 
in the renewed Gracious Aſſurances,we have from 
| Your Majeſty,to,maintain and protect the Presby. 
terian Government of this Church, as at preſent eſtabliſhed; 
with the ſenſe of the Duty we owe to God, and to his 
Church in this Nation, and to Your Majeſty our Undoubt- 
ed and Rightful Soveraign, Do imbolden us, in purſuance of 
* thoſe Chriſtian ends, recommended to us by Your Majeſty, in 
the beginning of this Aſſembly, to lay before Your Majeſty, in 
all humble Duty, thoſe things that indanger the ſafety, and 
obſtruQ the Succeſs of Religion, and trouble the quiet and 
peace of this Church and Kingdom. | 
We humbly crave leave to repreſent to Your Majeſty, 
'That our Reformation from Popery was by, Presbyters; 
Whereby the Presbyterian Government in an equal parity, 
without any Superiority among them, was at that time 
ſettled. And for this conſtitution and Church-Government, 
' the conſtant Perſwaſion,Zeal and Concern of the Miniſtry 
and People of this National Church, is ſufficiently, known to 
Your Majeſty, and to the World; GOD having always ſig- 
nally Bleſſed the Presbyterian Government of this Church, 
and the Diſcipline thereof, for the ſuppreſſing of Prophanc- 
neſs, and curbing of Error, in this Your Ancient Kingdom. 
Upon theſe conſiderations, at the late happy Revolution, 
and for remeeding of the many Evils we had ſuffered, and pre- 
venting the like in time coming, the Claim of Right did de- 
clare againſt Prelacy, as a great and inſupportable Grievance 
and trouble to this Nation, And for Presbyterian Parity in 
this Church; And by the Acts of Parliament thereon enſue- 
ing, Presbyterian Government is ſettled as agreeable to the 
Word of GOD, and moſt conducive to the Advancement of 
true Piery and Godlineſs, and the Eſtabliſhing of Peace and 
Tranquillity: And therefore to be the only Government of 
Chriſts Church within this Kingdom. 1 
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General Aſſembly 1703. 15 
And of this Government, as well as of the true Proteſtant 
Religion, We have, through the Infinite Mercy of GOD, 
under the protection of our late Soveraign Lord King William, 
and of Your ſacred Majeſty,:enjoyed the peaceable and com- 
ſortable poſſeſſion, with much Concord and Tranquillity. 
Notwithſtaud ing whereof, It is our extream Sorrow, that 
ve find our ſelves'conſtrained to repreſent to Tour Majeſty, 
vr Your Gracious Help and Relief, Fir#, The extraordi- 
naty Growth of Popery, and bold and inſolent traffiqueing 
of Popiſh Preiſts and Jeſuits,” in ſeveral parts of this King- 
dom; And that not only by ſecret practices, but by avowed. 
keeping of Maſs meetings and Houſes, and inſulting of ſome 
if our Miniſters, and dareing even to ſet up Schools, to the 
corrupting and poy ſoning of Yourh, and many other unac- 


countable attempts, as it in a Popiſh Country, to the great 


Piſhonour of God, the violation of Your Majeſties good 
Laws, the increaſe of diſaffection to Your Royal Govern- 
ment, and the Griefand Diſquiet of che Hearts of Your Faith · 
i al gd er tne 
24% Tho we acknowledge our ſelves to be unqueſtion- 
iy bound as Chriſtians, and more eſpecially as Miniſters 
alte Golpelof peace, to maintain Chirity af forbearance; 
toward thoſe who peaceably differ from us, anctchütalh 
themſelves within the juſt limits of Sobriety and reaſon, 
yet wecannot, but complain of the Diſorders of ſome of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy, Who with 2 few of their abbettors that 
have given as little evidence of their Affection to Your Ma- 
eſties Government, as tothe eſtabliſned Church, Tranſgreſs 
Jour Laws by preaching," tho 05 to Your Majeſties 
Government; By deſpifing Sentences of Deprivation by the 
Privy Council, and Depoſition by Church Judicatories, by 
invading ſettled Churches, by, Intruding into Vacant 
Churches, and by Irreg lar Paprifings;and Clandeſtine Mar- 
rags, anch Ryeral other groſs Abuſes: All which tend to 
the weakning and fruſtrating the good ends of Diſcipline, 
the increaſe of Licentiouſneſs and Irreligion, and the ſpread- 
ing of Error, and Doctrine contrare to our Confeſſion of 
Faith ratifiechm Pabliament. | 
And of theſethifigs we hade ill the ſincere Diſcharge of 
our Duty to God, and Your Majeſtie, dran up a particular 
condiſcendance to be given in to Tour Majeſties Privy Coun- 
eil hereof We have traffechiued juſt doubles to Your Secre - 
taries for Your Maje ſties better and more full Information. 
Thirdly, We mult alſo regrate the abounding of Immora- 
lt and Prophaneneſs, notwithſtanding the clear light of the 
Goſpel, that we enjoy; and the many laudable Laws that 
have been made to reſtrain them. Ke: 8 
| - * — 7 
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Tpheſe being the Heads of our Grievances, Wherein Your 
' Majeſty, ſees how much the Glory of GOD, the purity of Re- 


+ ligion, the Obedience to Your Laws, the Honour of Your 


Government, and the peace and quiet of this Church 
and Kingdom are concerned: We do in all Humility 
earneſtly Entreat, that Your Majeſty will be pleaſed in Your 
Royal Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, to appoint, that the Laws 
againſt Papiſts, may be Executed {with Vigour, by all the 
Officers of the Law in all parts of the Kingdom; And that all 
unwarrantable and illegal Attempts of Diſſenters, againſt the 
Eſtabliſhed Government of this Church, and the Peace of the 
Kingdom be puniſhed and prevented according to Law; And 
that a Proclamation in Your Majeſties Name be iſſued out, for 
that effect; And for the ſtrift execution of the Laws again 
Immorality and Prophanenels in perſons of all Ranks: And 
that all Magiſtrates, and Officers of Juſtice, give due and 
ready Aſſiſtance as Law ordains, for making the Sentences 
and Cenſures of the Church, and its Judicatories effectual. 
That GOD may long preſerve Your Majeſty, for the De- 
fence of the true Proteſtant Religion, the Comfort of all the 
Churches of Chriſt, and the welfare and Proſperity. of this 
Church: aud Kingdom, {kall be the conſtant. = Fervent 
Prayers ,. | aw 5 


Mey it ples + Tour Age . d 
Tour Majeftie's moſt Faithful, »maft *' 
* Obedient and moſt Humble 2025 4 
# The Miri, n 8 | 
| | National Aſſembly of the Church of - 


Signed in Our Preſence, in On 


© 5 Name, and «t Our Atpaintment, by | 


we 
"+ 
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2 X. 5 

Ad appr bung . Orem concerning the Plinting of Vacant 
| Churches in m7 North, the H Highlands and arch and ſup- 
hing thereof with Minift ers, and Probationtrs, and I 
2 ion and the Kola of God by theſe plates. * 


Edinburgh 22. March 1703: Sell. 9. * 


TH the Commiſſion of the General Adembh, be 
Impowered to ſend Mini ſters and Probationers to 
any Prvbiyerhs f in the Worth, or Highlands, or Iſlands, and to 
take ſpecial care to find out, and ſend thither, Frobatio- 
ners having the Iriſh Language, when called for. 

2. When any Congregation in the -Highlends, ſhall call 
any Miniſter, having the Iriſh Tongue-ſettled in the 'Low- 
lunds; That the Commiſſion be og rn to'confider the 


Air, and Determine: therein, as 2 { —_ 
And ſpecial regard is to be had, to form 
tal Aſſemblies thertanent. FTI v0.2 


3. That during — ts Nile ee ES 
of Aberdeen, the Synods of Lor hi unqꝙ Tre | 
and Aire, ſupply the ſame quarterly, per vices, till — next 
Aſſembly; And that Mr. Henry Shaw, Miniſter of Coctburn- 
2 on do go thither againſt the firſt Day 
of April next, fr of Lo:hien-forthe-firft-quar- 
tr, 

4. That the caſe of Bricks and ſpeedy Planting thereof, 
be recommended to the ſpecial care of t Commiſſion ; As 
alſo the- planting of che Vacant Kik of Tyner Bzetor, and 
others within the Province of Angus and Mernes. | 

5- That the Presbytry of Diznketdbe declared, to have 


the ſame priviledge with the 2 1 ag a . 
that the panftual ehe # A 45 11 


cularly, that the —. ytry 1 vronen he "itch 
plying of two of theſe Vacancies,” Unten the' next 4 
And that it be recommended "wy ** 1555 b 
thiher Probacioners having called 406. ti 
ROW the pariſh!of f 10 4 

hat the alan) be appointed und Mete 
to give all due Encouragement to any Propoſals, made or 

to de made, anent Erecting Schools and Libraries in the 

Highlands and apply to the T thereancat, as 
they ſhall ſee cauſe. | 

| ' 


E 2 7. That 


20 Tue ACTS of the. | 
7. That the Commiſſion be Impowered, as they ſhall 
find convenient, to ſend ſome Miniſters having Iriſh and 
Others, to Viſite and ſupply the Vacant Xirts in the High- 
lands, and ſtay there for ſome time, eſpecially in the Sum- 
mer Seaſon, and to Catechiſe the People, and be at pains with 
them, to concurre in . Reformation; And in or- 
der thereunto, to encourage the Erecting of Schools, and 
endeavour to prevail with Parents, to ſend their Children 
to be Taught to Read: Which Miniſters are from time to 
time to ſend an account of their Diligence, and Succeſs, 


and of the State of the Country they are ſupplyin in, to 
the Commiſſion, eſpecially anent Papiſts, that Application 
may be made to the Government thereanent. 

. That the Commiſſion be Impowered, when they get 
notice of Students having TriſÞ,:fit to be entred on Tryals 
for the Miniſtry, to recommend ſuch Students to Presby- 
tries in order to paſs; And when they paſs, to ſend them to 
the Highlands, with. the ordinary allowance: And this 
may prevent their being ſettled in Lowland-Congre- 


gat n . 9 2 4 13611 381 g 15 
The. 6 erl. Aſembly, having heard and conſidered 


7 


Er 2 Serre. 


the Overtures abovewriten, they did by their Vote, and 
hereby do approye thereof, and Enact, Ordain and Re- 
ding thereto in all pointz. 


* F 
Þ e 4 
TI. * 


comes off from Popegy, to the Gommunion of this- Church 
7 be the Deed of a Church- udicatory, Do now De- 
clate*tiat by Judicatories, in the ſaid AQ, is not meant any 
below a Feb M 2d Doi 4g T 540 
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XI. | | 

48, for ſupplying and preſerving the Regiſters and Papers, be- 
477 ing to the General Aſſemblies, Committees, and 2 
er 5% 
Te General Aſſembly taking to their conſideration, the 
1 great loſs the Church hath Suſtained, by the Burning 
of ſeveral of their Regiſters, and ſome Papers, in that dread- 
ful Fire, which happened in the Land-Mercat of Edinburgh, 
upon the 28/h, Day of October 1701. Do for making up 
that Loſs, as far as may be, and for the better preſervation 
of their Regiſters in time coming, Enact and appoint, that 
there be two Authentick Copies thereof, both ſubſcribed 
by the Moderator and Clerk, one Copy whereof toly inthe 
Clerks cuſtody, and the other Copy to be Sealled, and 
kid in ſome ſecure place in the New Church of Edinbargh, 
o where the General Afﬀembly or Commiſſion ſhalt a 
point: As alſo, That a ſubſcribed Extract of the pr 
ings of each Generel Aſſembly, be ſent a'lirtle after the rif- 

ing thereof, to the feveralSynods within this Church, tobe = 
1 70 Recorded in 4 Book: And all this to he dome u 
the publick Charges of the Church. And Recommetids to 
ſich Perſons, as have any of the Old 0 ot Papets be- 
bnging to the General Aﬀembly,Commilſions ar Commirtees 
thereof, in "their cuſtody, to. deliver up the ſame to the 
Clerk of the General Aflembly, to be by him kept for the 
publick uſe of the Church; Aud that Miniſters and Presby- 
ties, be at pains, in dealing with perſons for that YAY 
And its Recom mended to the Cemmiſſion, to Gratify thoſe 
who Mall bring in to their Clerk any of the Papers, > 
balken forsiaug, is they ſhall find ſuch perſons deſerve 
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He which Day, the Committee appointed by this Aſ. 
mbly, for conſidering the Printed Overtures concern- 


K i 

ing the Methods, and Forms of Procedure in Eocleſiaſtick Ju- 

dicatories, Reported, That they found, that the Committees 
. F ; 


appointed 
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1 The ACTS of ibe 
appointed in the Years 1698, 1699, 1700, and 1701. having 
received the remarks of fome Presbytries upon. the ſaids Over. 
tures, they compared the ſame with theſe Overtures, and had 
made their own Obſerves, deleting many ſuperfluous Over. 
tures, amending others, and ſometimes adding, and that the 
ſaid Committee ofthis Aſſembly, having read part of the {aids 
Overtures, with the Obſervations and Alterations of the ſaid 
Committees 1698, 1699, 1700, and 1701; Do Judge their 
Remarks Pertinent and Judicious: And were of Opinion, 
that a Committee ſhould be choſen, out of the Bounds of the 
Synods of Lothian, Glaſgow and Fiffe, or any others the Ge. 
neral Aſſembly ſhall pleaſe, yet to reviſe the ſaids Printed 
Overtures With the remarks, and cauſe tranſcribe and Re. 
print them, with the Alterations and Additions, leaving 
out all ſuperfluous Oveatures, Sentences and Words, bh 
that they be appointed to Revile the two other Chapters 
concerning Synods and General Aſſemblies, their Com. 
mittees and Commiſſions, not yet Printed, and add the 
ſame to the Printed Overtures, and preſent the whok 
to the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, at their quarterly 
Meeting in June next, that they may cauſe Print and 
Tranſmit the ſame, to the ſeveral Presbytries, within this 
National Church, that the ſaids Presbytries may ſend in 
their Opinions thereanent, to the next General Aſſembly, 
Which Report being heard and conſidered by the General 
Aſſembly, they unanimouſly agreed thereunto, and accord - 
ingly Nominate, the Reverend Mr. George Meldrum Mode- 
rator, Mr. William Crichton, Mr. George Hamilton, Mt. 
Jobn Lew, Mr. Devid Blair at Edinburgh, Mr. George Bo. 
cls) at Uphal, Mr, Robert Wylie at Hamilton, Mr. Join 
Stirline Principal of the Colledge of Glaſgow, Mr. Thons 
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' Linninoat Leſmehagoe, Mr. Archbald Hamilton at Cambuſlay, 


Mr. John Anderſon Principal of the Leonardine Colledge of 
Andrews, Mr. John Anderſon Jun. Miniſter there, Mr. Jane, 
Hadom Profeſſor of Divinity there, and Mr. Hugh White 
at Lerbert Miniſters, The Right Honourable Sir Hugh Du. 
le of Northberwick Lord Preſident of the Seſſion, Sir 
James Stewart of Gutters Her Majeſties Advocat, Sir Colin 
Campbel one of the Senators of the Colledge of Juſtice, and 
Adam Cockburn of Ormeſtoun, Ruling Elders, to be 2 
Committe for the Effect foreſaid. And the General Aſſem- 
bly refers to their Commiſſion, to name the time and place 
the ſaid Committees firſt meeting. 
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T He Genera Aſſembly having heard aod confidered, a 
Petition from Mr.*|/«iam Boyd Miniſter of Dali, and 
Mr. Jobs Reid Miniſter of Carsferne, Craving _ 2. 
ids Pariſheß, might be Reunited to the Fresbytry 
cadbright,” from which they were Disjoined, by the 5th 12 
Gen,” Aſſembly Anno 769% and Annexed to the Presbytry of 
Wigton, and having © vonſidered the Reaſons for the ſaid 
Icannexation of The {aids Pariſhes, and Anſwers made 
therero for the Presby try of Wigton, Did by their Vote, and 
hereby do again Disjoin the aids Pariſhes of Daly and 
Cosferne from the Presbytry of Wigton, and Re- unite and 
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Mr. John Millieſon probationer ſent to the Probyury of 
Mernes or Fordoun © bid, 

Reference to the Commiſſion concerning, Mr. John Wilſon 
lately at Kjrkwall for further Cenſure; he being already 
Suſpended by the Presbytry of Orknay for Intruſion and 
other Offences. Ibid, 

Reference to the Commiſſion concerning Mr. James Hart in 
Shappinſhay in O;knay, anent dimitting, or getting an hel 2 
to him, being ſuperannuate. | 

Report of the Commiſſion Ann 1707, concerning the loſs 
of the Regiſters and others papers belonging tothe Church, 
in the Fire at Edinburgh 28. October 1701. 

Report of the Committee for Overtures anent the ſaids 
Regiſters and papers, with a Lift of theſe Regiſters that 
were loſt,and the Judicial Declaration of Nicol Spence Sub- 
Clerk to the GeneralAſſembly, and Commiſſions thereof, 
anent the ſame, and a Referencetothe Commiſſion. 1bid. 
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Act atteſting the Sy nod Books of Lothian and Treeddale, 
" Merſe and Teviotdale, and Drumfrees. Ibid. 
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